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     SATELLITE BEACH — Next year will mark Curri Properties’ 
20th anniversary in Brevard County. The agency serves both 
residential and commercial real estate customers and has a 
property–management division.  
     Businessman John Curri, who founded the firm and has seen 
it grow — the agency closed $178 million in sales last year — is 
now positioning his company for the future as it approaches 
two decades in the market.  
     In a strategic business decision, he has aligned his firm with 
one of the oldest and most–recognizable real–estate names in 
the industry, Realty World Inc.  
     Based in Newport Beach, California, Realty World was 
founded in 1973 and has hundreds of locations. It’s a pioneer in 
the real–estate franchise business.  
     “We’re really excited to be part of Realty World. It’s one of 
the most established real–estate franchises in the United 
States, and it has a growing international presence,” said Curri, 
the CEO of newly rebranded Realty World Curri Properties.  
     “This partnership allows us to scale quicker. Realty World 
has training portals and all types of resources,  
including proven systems, tools, and support to provide our 
agents and clients with the latest trends in technology and 
continuing education in the field. They have one of the most 
dynamic programs in the industry.”  
     The Realty World Academy offers its members — both 
agents and brokers — various training strategies that can be 
accessed through either live training seminars or through 
Realty World’s E–Academy web–conference training.  
     “Realty World constantly strives to innovate and develop 
new systems, tools, and technologies to ensure the continued 
success of the company and the members,” said Curri.  
     A benefit of investing in a real–estate franchise is the owner 
gets a determined strategy and business model. Franchisors 
only survive if they make their franchisees successful, which is 
an important benefit for the prospective franchisee.  
     Each Realty World franchise is independently owned and 
operated, and the company has been expanding in the United 
States with new franchises. United States with new franchisees.  
     “The Realty World model is ideal for smaller boutique firms  
like ours,” said Curri.  
     Curri added that his firm had been looking for new 
opportunities to grow and after “sizing up and evaluating the  

franchise landscape in real estate, Realty World rose to the top, 
in my eyes.” 
“We like to cut our own path in this business. Realty World is 
now unique to Brevard. We definitely like to be a trendsetter in 
the industry.”  
     Curri has the Realty World franchise rights for Central 
Florida, from Daytona Beach to Vero Beach.  
     “The closest Realty World office to us right now is in Boca 
Raton, in South Florida, and to the northwest there is a Realty 
World office in Ocala. There are nine Realty World locations in 
Florida. The plan is to develop the Central Florida market with 
Realty World offices,” he said.  
     Curri said he will be focusing on expanding the Brevard 
market first with Realty World offices.  
     “We’re looking for good agents and good leaders in our 
community. We’re planning to open a couple more Realty 
World offices in this county.”  
     Curri recently flew to Realty World’s corporate headquarters 
office in Newport Beach, where he met with company 
executives.  
     “Newport Beach and Laguna Beach are my favorite cities in 
California, “he said.  
     The chairman and CEO of Realty World is Andrew Cimerman. 
After heading up independent brokerage Cimerman Real Estate 
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for years, he founded Toronto, Canada–based HomeLife Realty 
Services in 1985.  
     He launched the HomeLife Realty franchise with a few 
agents. Today, HomeLife Realty has more than 10,000 sales 
representatives and 150 offices across North America, as well 
as a presence in Europe. “He owns the largest real–estate 
franchise in Canada,” said Curri.  

In 1997, Cimerman bought the U.S. licensing rights to Realty 
World and its network of offices. He’s now Realty World’s CEO 
and chairman.  
     The Cimerman business–success story is inspirational. He 
traveled to Canada from Slovenia, as “a young fellow with only 
$20 and one suit,” and could not speak English, according to a 
recent story in “Real Estate Magazine,” Canada’s leading real–
estate publication for professionals. 
     “After working in the construction industry for a while, 
Cimerman decided to get his real–estate license. He was so 
determined to pass the licensing examination that he 
memorized the entire textbook. It was 1969, and he’d been 
drawn to the real–estate industry by a newspaper 
advertisement promising he could earn $250 a week.”  
     “It’s an honor to be working with Realty World,” said Curri. 
“We see this relationship as a big step forward for our 
company. Realty World is a better footprint for us in both the 
residential and commercial segments. And we continue to see 
strength in both sectors.”  
     He added, “With the tight inventory, people who are selling 
their homes continue so see multiple offers. And this county 
has seen an influx of new residents from California, New York, 
and other parts of the nation. In their eyes, the housing market 
in Brevard is reasonably priced.”  
     In 2021, single–family existing home prices rose at the 
fastest pace in five decades at an average year–over–year pace 
of 18 percent, driven by strong job growth and low interest 
rates, according to the National Association of Realtors.  
     With the strong home–price run–up across the nation, there 
are Metropolitan Statistical Areas where houses are still 
undervalued relative to the market’s underlying fundamentals.  
     In its latest report, 2022 “Housing Market Hidden Gems,” 
the National Association of Realtors identified the top 10 areas 
with strong underlying housing–market fundamentals, but 
where home prices are “still undervalued and relatively 
affordable.”  
     As such, these “hidden gem” markets are expected to 
experience strong price appreciation in 2022. Among the top 
10 undervalued markets is the Palm Bay–Melbourne– Titusville 
Metropolitan Statistical Area. It joins other MSAs such as 
Tucson, Arizona; Spartanburg, South Carolina; Knoxville, 
Tennessee; and Huntsville, Alabama.  
     The National Association of Realtors considers a market a 
hidden gem if it meets a combined set of seven indicators that 
drive housing demand and supply, including three–year wage 
growth, three–year job growth, and three–year population 
growth.  
     With a home–to–income ratio of 2.9 (homes cost 2.9 times 
what the average person earns in one year), the Palm Bay–
Melbourne–Titusville housing market is affordable compared 

to other metro areas of Miami– Kendall (4.7), Orlando–
Kissimmee–Stanford (3.9), North Point–Bradenton–Sarasota 
(3.8), Port St. Lucie (3.5), Cape Coral–Fort Meyers (3.7), or 
Tampa–St. Petersburg (3.5).  
     The Palm Bay–Melbourne–Titusville metro area had the 
second–highest pace of wage growth, 27.7 percent, over a 
three–year period. And the local metro area has the highest 
share of households with broadband services, at 78.3 percent, 
making it an attractive place to live for people who want to 
work from home.  
     “The influx of workers and retirees is expected to bolster the 
demand for housing in the Palm Bay– Melbourne–Titusville 
MSA in 2022,” the report says.  
     The housing market is expected to return to pre– pandemic 
2019 norms — at least in terms of inventory and the share of 
purchases made by first–time homebuyers — by 2024, 
according to a panel of housing–market experts polled in the 
latest Zillow “Home Price Appreciation Survey.”  
     The dwindling supply of houses for sale has been a key 
driver of the recent surge in U.S. home values.  
     “We are in the ‘Silicon Valley’ of the space industry,” said 
Curri. “I believe the residential market, even with rates ticking 
upward, will continue to attract buyer interest. And the 
commercial real–estate sector, where Realty World is making a 
big push to deepen customer relationships, is showing strength 
in Brevard County.” 
     While rising rates might pose a risk to economic growth, the 
chief economist for the National Association of Realtors — 
Lawrence Yun — expects the commercial market to perform 
well despite the headwinds, especially in the short term.  
     During the recent National Association of Realtors’ 
Commercial Issues and Trends Forum, he explained that while 
the commercial market generally follows the overall economy, 
some things are different this time. 
     “Outside of the office sector, which is lagging behind as 
employers allow increased remote work flexibility to keep and 
attract talent, commercial real estate continues to strengthen. 
The industry sector is booming, retail is turning positive, the 
hotel industry is recovering, apartments are doing very well, 
and rents are rising in all commercial segments,” said Yun. 
     Yun added that the residential housing shortage will result in 
solid rent growth over the next two years, with apartment 
rents expected to keep rising by more than 10 percent.  
     “Locally, I believe we are going through a metamorphosis in 
commercial real estate,” said Curri, who found success as an 
entrepreneur at a young age in the telecommunications field 
before selling his venture to a South Florida businessman and 
investing in real estate.  
     “There is a lot of real estate around the county that needs to 
be repurposed and upgraded. There are opportunities for 
small– to mid–level investors to acquire real estate and adapt it 
for new use.”  
     He added, “Realty World is growing its presence in the 
commercial real–estate industry and we are going to be part of 
that as we continue to cater to commercial clients, helping 
them find properties and invest in properties. With the Realty 
World brand now behind us, this is a new era for Curri 
Properties. We’re excited about the future.” 

 


